
  Accounting Classification Code Structure

The NOAA accounting classification code structure (ACCS) is changing with the implementation of
CAMS.  The new “CAMS” ACCS is a Department-wide approved structure which is mandated for all
bureaus as they implement CAMS.   

The CAMS ACCS comprises the following data elements:
- Bureau Code (2 positions)
- Fiscal Year (4 positions)
- Fund Code (2 positions)
- Organization Code (16 positions)
- Program Code (9 positions)
- Project Code (7 positions)
- Task Code (3 positions)
- Object Class (8 positions) 
- User Defined (6 positions)

Although this is a long code, users of the Commerce Purchase Card System (CPCS) need only be
concerned with the Fiscal Year, Organization Code, Project Code, Task Code, and Object Class.  All
other data elements will be automatically populated by the system based on relationships between the
data elements.

Initially, transactions processed through the CPCS will be assigned a default accounting code
established for each cardholder.  If correct, the transaction can be reconciled with the default
accounting code or if incorrect, can be changed.  Elements which need to be closely examined for
correctness are the Fiscal Year, Organization Code, Project Code, Task Code, and Object Class.

Brief explanations of these pertinent CAMS ACCS data elements are as follows:

Fiscal Year (4 positions):
All CPCS transactions require a four-position fiscal year.

Project Code (7 positions):
This data element is the FIMA Task Code with an additional leading digit which identifies the
applicable line, staff or program office.  Valid leading digits are:

1 = NOS
2 = NMFS
3 = OAR
4 = NWS
5= NESDIS
6 = OA (ISO, HRMO, ASCs)
7 = ONCO
8 = Office of Finance and Administration including Undersecretary and Staff Offices,   



SAO, Office of Global Programs, Coastal Ocean Program Office, and High   
Performance Computing and Communications.

9 = Bureau of Export Administration

Task Code (3 positions):
A further breakdown of a project code. This element is the FIMA Phase Code with the
constant “P” as a prefix.

Organization Code (16 positions):
CAMS uses the NFC Payroll/Personnel System Organization Code excluding the first two
digits which identify the bureau code.  Bureau code is not needed as part of the organization
code since it is a separate data element in the CAMS ACCS.

Object Class (8 positions - NOAA uses only 4): 
NOAA will continue to use its current four position object classes under CAMS.

To facilitate the conversion process, the NOAA CAMS Web Site contains a utility that converts the
FIMA accounting codes to the CAMS ACCS.  There are two ways to access this conversion utility,
the first is a direct link to the utility and the second is through the NOAA CAMS Web Site.  Open your
web browser and enter the following address in the location field:
http://makoto.rdc.noaa.gov/cams/.  It is recommended that this URL be bookmarked and used
whenever an accounting code conversion is needed.  The alternate address through the NOAA CAMS
Web Site is http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~cams, then click on the FIMA/CAMS Accounting Conversion
Screen.

In CAMS both the Project Code and Task Code are edited fields which need to be established by the
NOAA Budget Office prior to use.  Therefore, if a Project Code or Task Code does not convert, 
please submit a “CAMS Project Code Request Form” through your Management and Budget Office to
the NOAA Budget Office.  This form can be downloaded from the NOAA CAMS Web Site at
http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~cams, then click on Download Project/Task Request Form.

An illustration of the ACCS conversion entry screen and conversion results screen are shown on the
next page.



ACCS Conversion Screen:

FIMA to CAMS Conversion Results Screen:





The cardholder’s default ACCS is displayed on the ‘ACCS (BC-606)’ window in CPCS as illustrated
below.

C

PCS ‘ACCS (BC-606)’ Window

If the ACCS needs to be modified, drill down in the white field of the ‘ACCS (BC-606)’ window



where the full ACCS is displayed and the ‘Account Classification Code Structure (dba094 or
dba093)’ window will open.

CPCS ‘Account Classification Code Structure (dba094)’ Window


